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(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying by name the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 

(2) Related Appeals and Interferences 

The examiner is not aware of any related appeals, interferences, or judicial proceedings 
which will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the Board's decision in 
the pending appeal. 

(3) Status of Claims 

The statement of the status of claims contained in the brief is correct. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The appellant's statement of the status of amendments after final rejection contained in 
the brief is correct. 

(5) Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The summary of claimed subject matter contained in the brief is correct. 

(6) Grounds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

The appellant's statement of the grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal is correct. 

(7) Claims Appendix 

The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the brief is correct. 
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(8) Evidence Relied Upon 

Weber et al., US 6,480,901, filed on Jul. 09, 1999 and issued on Nov. 12, 2000. 
Ismael et al., US 6,851,118 Bl, filed on Jun. 27, 2000 and issued on Feb. 01, 2005. 



(9) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 

Claims 1-2, 4-9, 21-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weber et al. (hereinafter Weber, U. S. Patent No. 6,480,901) in view of Ismael et al. (hereinafter 
Ismael, US 6,851,1 18 Bl). 

As per claim 1 , Weber discloses a system in communication with a network comprising 
one or more network components (i.e. storage devices and one or more hosts via a switching 
fabric component, fig. 1, col. 1 L25-58, col. 6 L45-54), comprising: 

a manager in communication with the network components (fig. 1 and col. 2 L3-8, col. 2 
L22-44); and 

an interface process (such as management and/or user interface) in communication with 
the manager and the network components (a switching fabric component and the hosts) wherein 
the interface process performs (col. 13 Ll-9, fig. 5 item #510, col. 2 L22-44, col. 9 L31-35): 

obtaining information on the network components from the manager (col. 13 L9- 
49, col. 4 L34-51, col. 7 L15-65, col. 9 L59-66); 

maintaining in a storage device information identifying application process 
residing on the network components and communication interface types and a parameter 
name, wherein the parameter name is used with the communication interface type to 
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invoke the application process residing on the network component (col. 6 L55-67, col. 9 
L10-42, col. 16 L51 to col. 17 L37: using the specified management interface version for 
launching the control software, fig. 2 item #208, col. 13 LI -49, col. 15 L33 to col. 16 
L67); 

displaying information representing the network components (col. 13 L9-49, col. 
4 L34-54, col. 7 L15-30, col. 15 L14 to col. 16 L50, fig. 6: shows the graphical view); 

receiving selection of one displayed network component (col. 16 L51 to col. 17 
L34, fig. 6: double clicking or selecting the devices in management domain window 
displays the detailed information window, col. 16 L51-67); 

accessing the storage to determine at least one application process associated with 
the selected network components (col. 16 L5 1 to col. 17 L5 1 : the DMA receives device 
property information about the selected component from storage area); 

displaying information on the at least one determined application processes 
associated with the selected network component, wherein at least one of the determined 
application processes reside on the selected network component (col. 13 LI -49, col. 16 
L58-67: the DMA displays in the device properties the storage system's management 
interface program version required to execute the control software of network 
component, i.e. the management application program associated with the device); 

receiving selection of one the displayed application processes (col. 7 L25-39, col. 
13 LI -49 and col. 16 L51 to col. 17 L35: i.e. receiving selection of one of the displayed 
application processes information); 
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accessing the applet repository to determine information on the selected 
application process and the communication interface type and parameter name supported 
by the application process, i.e. the applet to use to launch the selected application process 
on the selected network component (col. 13 L64 to col. 14 L41, col. 16 L51 to col. 17 
L35: accessing the storage to determine the applet/management interface program to use 
to launch the application/control process using the specified version); and 

launching selected application process on the selected network component using 
the determined communication interface type and parameter name from the storage (col. 
13 Ll-49 and col. 7 L25-39, col. 16 L51 to col. 17 L35: using the specified version/name 
from storage, col. 26 L13 to col. 27 L19). 

However, Weber does not disclose a rules file having at least one rule for each of the 
network components, wherein each rule identifies the network component to be managed, one of 
a plurality of communication interface types and a parameter name, wherein the parameter name 
is used with the communication interface type to invoke the application process residing on the 
network component (i.e. Weber does not expressly defined the process wherein the rules file 
identifies application processes residing on the network components. Note that Weber does 
disclose identifying and executing the application process specific to the managed device, from 
the storage, logically, this implies that there must be a file in the storage. According to applicant 
specification, this rule file is an xml file, see the disclosure above). 

Ismael discloses maintaining a rules file in a storage device having at least one rule for 
each of the network components or device, wherein each rule identifies the network component 
to be managed, one of a plurality of communication interface types and a parameter name, 
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wherein the parameter name is used to with the communication interface type to invoke the 
application process or program residing on the network components, i.e. the remote invocation of 
the program using the objects (col. 7 L44 to col. 8 L67: e.g. html adaptor in form of html file is 
initiated at the remote device through the html object adaptor, wherein the object identifies the 
communication interface and parameter name used to invoke the adaptor, col. 9 L30-59, col. 18 
L20-60: initializing an adaptor involves using the parameter such as port number, logical name, 
etc., See also, col. 1 L50 to col. 2 L41). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Weber in view of Ismael in order to identify a network 
component to be managed, one of plurality of communication interface type and a parameter 
name, wherein the parameter name is used with the communication interface type to invoke the 
application on the network component. 

One of ordinary skilled in the art would have been motivated because it would have 
provided a system of accessing from a client station a target object at a remote station via 
network in order to manage the remote station(s) (Ismael, col. 1 L39-55, col. 2 L41-54) and/or it 
would have provided a computer-implemented method of accessing from a client machine an 
object at a remote machine using a browser (Ismael: col. 9 L3-30). 

As per claim 2, Weber discloses a graphical output device coupled to the interface 
process for displaying one or more graphical objects representing the application processes on 
the network components, wherein the interface process is coupled to the graphical output device 
for effecting the display of the graphical objects on the graphical output device (col. 13 LI -67 
and col. 4 L34-51, fig. 6, col. 9 L10-42, col. 16 L51 to col. 17 L35). 
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As per claim 4, Weber discloses the system wherein the interface process responds to 
selection of one of the objects representing one application process by effecting execution of the 
application process represented by that object (col. 13 Ll-49 and col. 14 L10-15). 

As per claim 5, Weber discloses a store containing information regarding one or more 
network components and one or more application processes residing on the network component 
(col. 2 L26-36, col. 8 L27-47, col. 16 L51 to col. 17 L35: applet repository stores management 
applications programs). 

As per claim 6, Weber discloses the system wherein the interface process accesses the 
store, upon selection of one graphical object representing one of the network component, to 
identify one application process residing on the selected component represented by the selected 
object (col. 13 LI to col. 14 L15 in conjunction with fig. 6). 

As per claim 7, Weber discloses the system wherein the application process is any of an 
executable application, a web-browser application, a telnet session, or an SNMP application (col. 
10 L54-65, col. 6 L15-26, fig. 4 item #406, fig. 5 item #510, 512). 

As per claim 8, Weber discloses the system wherein the information on the network 
components includes an identifier for the network component and application processes residing 
on the network component (col. 13 L10-49, col. 16 L51 to col. 17 L35, fig. 6). 

As per claim 9, Weber discloses the system wherein at least one of the graphical objects 
representing one network component provides a textual description of that network component 
(fig. 6 and col. 13 L37-67, col. 14 L23-40). 

As per claim 38, Weber discloses the system wherein the information in the storage for at 
least one network component is obtained from an operator administrator and the information in 
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the storage for at least one other network component is obtained via standardized queries of the 
at least one other network component (col. 7 L15-59, col. 9 L10-67 and col. 15 L14 to col. 16 
LI 9). 

As per claim 39, Weber discloses the system comprising displaying information on the at 
least one determined application process on the network component to enable selection of the 
application process on the selected network component to launch (col. 13 LI -49 and col. 7 L25- 
39, col. 16 L51 to col. 17 L35, col. 26 L13 to col. 27 L19). 

However, Weber does not disclose the system comprising displaying information on a 
plurality of application processes residing on the selected component (i.e. if the device is 
associated with multiple application programs). 

But it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Weber in order to display plurality of application processes 
residing on the selected network component if the network component is associated with more 
than one application process, because Weber teaches the process of displaying information on 
application process residing on the selected network component. 

One of ordinary skilled in the art would have been motivated because it would have 
enabled the network administrator to launch one of the application process residing on the 
network component in order to manage the device (Weber, col. 16 L51 to col. 16 L16). 

As per claim 40, Weber discloses the system wherein the network components comprise 
hosts, storage devices, and at least one switching fabric, wherein the manager communicates 
with the hosts and storage devices via the at least one switching fabric (fig. 1, col. 1 L25-58, col. 
6 L45-54). 
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As per claim 41, Weber in view of Ismael discloses the system wherein the parameter 
name comprises an address used to communicate with the network component to invoke the 
application process (Ismael: col. 18 L20-65). 

As per claim 42, Weber in view of Ismael discloses the system wherein the parameter 
name comprises an executable name of the application process residing on the network 
component (Ismael: col. 18 L20-65). 

As per claims 21-37 and 43-48, they do not teach or further define over the limitations in 
claims 1-2, 4-9 and 38-42. Therefore claims 21-37 and 43-48 are rejected for the same reasons as 
set forth in claims 1-2, 4-9 and 38-42. 
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(10) Response to Argument 

The examiner summarizes various arguments raised by the appellant and addresses 
replies individually. 

In the Brief, appellant argues in substance that: 

a. Weber does not teach receiving selection of a displayed application process 
residing on a selected network component (Brief, pg. 21 [VII. A.]). 
In response to argument [a], Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Independent claim 1 recites: 

A system in communication with a network comprising one or more network components comprising: 
a manager in communication with the network components having application processes residing on the 

network components; and 

an interface process in communication with the manager and the network components, wherein the 

interface process performs: 

obtaining information on the network components from the manager; 

maintaining a rules file having at least one rule for each of the network components, wherein each 
rule identifies the network component to be managed, one of a plurality of communication interface types, 
and a parameter name, wherein the parameter name is used with the communication interface type to 
invoke the application process residing on the network component; 

displaying information representing the network components; 

receiving selection of one displayed network component; 

accessing the rules file to determine at least one application process associated with the selected 
network component; 

displaying information on the at least one determined application process residing on the selected 
network component, wherein at least one of the determined application processes reside on the selected 
network component; 

receiving selection of one of the displayed application processes residing on the selected network 
component; 

accessing the rule from the rules file for the selected application process to determine information 
on the selected application process and the communication interface type and parameter name supported by 
the application process to use to launch the selected application process on the selected network 
component; and 

launching the selected application process on the selected network component using the 
determined communication interface type and parameter name from the rules file. 
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For support, appellant's disclosure is reproduced herein: (specification, pg. 174-177): 

Launching Device Specific Applications 

As discussed above, a SAN according to the invention can include a variety of components, such as one or 
more digital data processors hosts, one or more storage device, and a switching fabric, having a variety of 
components, such as, switches, hubs, gateways, for providing communication between the hosts and the storage 
devices. These components are typically acquired from different vendors, and have various application 
software associated therewith. For example, the switching fabric components can have vendor-specific 
management applications that allow configuring and/or managing these components. 

The illustrated embodiment permits the SAN operator /administrator to execute these vendor-specific 
applications from a single graphical user interface, to wit, that SAN manager GUI 20, in a manner described in more 
detail below. 

With reference to FIGURE 6 and FIGURE 42, the SAN manager service 38 maintains a representation of 
the SAN that provides information, inter alia, regarding the identity of the SAN components, and the connectivity of 
these components. In addition, the manager service 38 maintains for selected components, for example, the 
switching fabric components, information regarding management applications specific to them . These can be 
applications, by way of non- limiting example, residing directly on the components, applications invoked or 
effected through HTTP, telnet or other servers residing on the components or on proxy services residing 
elsewhere, and/or via applications running on the SAN manager itself. This information is stored, for example, in 
a file, referred to herein as a "Rules" file, which identifies each of the selected components and the 
applications and communication interfaces supported by that component, e.g., telnet, SNMP. In the illustrated 
embodiment, a mark-up language, e.g., XML , is utilized to format the information contained in the Rules file, 
though in other formats may be used instead or in addition. 

Information regarding the component management applications can be obtained from the 
operator/administrator (e.g., via prompt and/or menu option when the respective components are first added to the 
system or subsequently) and/or obtained directly from the components themselves. In the case of the latter, the 
information can be obtained via standardized queries, such as Management Server queries or FC MANAGEMENT 
MIB queries. In the case of components that cannot respond to such queries with the necessary information (as 
where the corresponding management application resides on the SAN manager itself) and/or that have multiple 
management applications, any information obtained from the component is augmented in the Rules file with 
information, e.g., obtained from the operator/administrator, identifying the necessary or preferred application. 

The Netview server can effect retrieval of the SAN representation from the manager service 38 and the 
display of selected information discerned from the retrieved representation on the Netview console 52, as described 
in detail above. In one embodiment, the Netview console 52 displays a plurality of graphical objects, e.g., icons, 
each of which represents one of the SAN components. Alternatively, a textual list of the SAN components can be 
displayed. Further, the Netview console 52 provides an operator, e.g., the SAN administrator, with a user interface) 
element, such as keyboard or mouse, that permits selection of one of the displayed components. 

The Netview server allows the operator to launch an application process associated with a selected SAN 
component, such as, a management application residing on that componen t, such as, a switch, in a manner described 
below. In response to the selection of a graphical object representing a SAN component , the Netview server accesses 
the Rules file to obtain information regarding the application processes associated with that selected component, and 
effects the display of this information, for example, in the form of a menu, on the Netview console 52. In some 
embodiment, a plurality of management applications residing on a selected component are displayed while in other 
embodiments, only the primary management application is displayed. To facilitate the display of information 
regarding on the SAN components on the Netview console, in some embodiments, the Netview server stores the 
information retrieved from the SAN manager service 58 regarding the applications residing on the SAN 
components in a persistable storage. 

The Netview server 54 responds to the selection of one of the displayed application processes by 
effecting the launching of that application process via an interface process, such as a web-based browser 
application, a telnet process, or an SNMP application . More particularly, the Netview server 54 communicates 
with the SAN manager service 38 to retrieve information, such as, launch method and its respective parameters, 
therefrom. The SAN manager service responds to a request from the Netview server for the launch 



Application/Control Number: 09/972,362 
Art Unit: 2146 



Page 12 



information by parsing the Rules file to generate an object , e. g., an XML object that contains the requisite 
information, and transmits the information to the Netview server. The Netview server utilizes the object returned 
from the SAN manager service to effect the launching of the selected application process. Once the selected 
application, e.g., a management application, is launched, the operator can utilize the application, via the interface 
software provided by the Netview server, to configure and/or manage the SAN component on which the application 
resides. This advantageously allows the operator, e.g., the SAN administrator, to manage a variety of SAN 
components, having different management applications, from a single entry point, that is, from the Netview 
server/console. 
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Claim Interpretation 

In interpreting the independent claim 1, the followings should be noted: 

"...displaying information representing the network components; 
receiving selection of one displayed network component; 

accessing the rules file to determine at least one application process associated with the selected 
network component; 

displaying information on the at least one determined application process residing on the 
selected network component, wherein at least one of the determined application processes reside on the 
selected network component; 

receiving selection of one of the displayed application processes residing on the selected network 
component; 

accessing the rule from the rules file for the selected application process to determine information 
on the selected application process. . ." 



First, the recited limitation in the claim refers to "displaying information on the at least 
one determined application process residing on the network component..." 

Secondly, ". . .receiving selection of one the displayed. . ." is with respect to the 
information displayed. 

In short, the claim calls for displaying information on the at least one determined 
application process on the network component and receiving selection of one of the displayed 
information on the one determined application process. 
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Weber et al. 
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Initially, it can be seen that Weber is solving the similar problem, i.e. different devices 
from different manufacturers are associated with different proprietary operating/control software 
and/or compatibility problems, as in the present application, wherein the control software resides 
on the network components and/or devices. 

As illustrated in fig. 2 reproduced herein, device 204-1 preferably includes control 
software which uses a management application interface program labeled A. Similarly, 
devices 204-2 and 204-3 run control software which use a management interface application 
program labeled B. . .e.g. col. 6 L55-67 and fig. 2. 




Stated another way, control software and/or application processes are resident on the 
network components and/or devices, and logically convey which type of management 
application and/or management interface the network require in order to manage the network 
device remotely. 
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As an initial stage, Weber teaches discovering the managed devices on network and 
presenting them on the management station display, understanding and maintaining an 
association between the discovered managed devices and the specific management interface 

application program it requires, and providing an interface for invoking the management 
interface application program for a particular managed device, E.g. col. 9 L10-66. 
Weber further discloses: 
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That is, the management domain enables the user to display information, such as detailed 
properties for each device as well as specific device attributes, on the at least one application 
and/or control software residing on the network component through the detailed properties 
window when the user double clicks the node, i.e. selecting the node, wherein the user interface 
receives the selection, the device's associated management interface application program is 
launched, which in particular launches/executes the control software on the node, e.g. col. 7 L15- 
65. 

In column 16 lines 50 to column 17 lines 16, Weber illustrates the launching of the 
management application program when the user double clicks on one of the storage systems 
when viewing it in the discover -monitor screen. Next, DMA preferably receives device property 
information about the selected storage system device from a device property storage area. 
Included in the device properties is the storage system's management interface version (i.e. 
management application program associated with the device). 

That is, the displayed management interface program version in the device properties 
area is equivalent to displayed information on the at least one determined application processes 
residing on the network node because of the understood and maintained association between 
the discovered managed devices and the specific management interface application 
program it requires , e.g. col. 9 L10-66, where the specific management interface application 
required can only be determined by analyzing and/or understanding the control software of the 
network node, see fig. 2 above. 
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For example: 

If the version displayed in the device properties area is SNMPv2, then logically, the 
control software residing on the network node must be SNMP compatible. 

Hence, the user interface receives the selection of the one of the displayed information on 
the least one determined application processes residing on the network node when the user 
initiates the selection by double clicking the node or object. 

b. Weber does not teach launching the selected application process on the selected 
network component using the determined communication interface from the rules file 
(Brief, pg. 22: 2 nd -4 th paragraph). 

In response to argument [b], Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

In column 16 lines 50 to column 17 lines 16, Weber illustrates the launching of the 
management application program when the user double clicks on one of the storage systems 
when viewing it in the discover -monitor screen. Next, DMA preferably receives device property 
information about the selected storage system device from a device property storage area, 
wherein the area includes storage system's management interface version, i.e. determining 
communication interface from the storage (i.e. management application program associated with 
the device). Next, DMA retrieves from applet repository residing on the web server or some 
other location the management interface application program version specified in the 
device properties for the selected device, which in particular launches/executes the application 
and/or control software of the network node, e.g. col. 7 L15-65. 
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For example: 

The specified program version can be in form of SNMPv2. The SNMPv2 indicates both 
the communication interface as SNMP and parameter name as SNMPv2, to use to 
launch/execute the control software of the network device. 

That is, the user interface launches the application process on the selected network 
component using the selected displayed information by using the determined communication 
interface, i.e. management application program version from the storage. 

As per rules file, as indicated in the prima facie case of obviousness, Weber does not 
explicitly disclose a rules file having the information such as interface version, etc. However, 
Weber does disclose using the information from the storage. 

Ismael discloses a rules file in form of an html file in a storage device comprising 
information regarding the network components, e.g. col. 7 L44 to col. 8 L67. 

As such, the combination of Weber and Ismael does teach launching the application 
process, i.e. control software on the network device, using the information such as interface type, 
version, etc., from the rules file which is stored in the storage device. 

On page 21 of the Brief, appellant argues that the cited management interface application 
is not an application process on the selected network component as claimed. 

In response, Examiner agrees that management interface program is not an application 
process on the network node. 

In fact, as set forth above, the user interface determines the management interface to use 
by using the version information from the storage area in launching the management interface, 
which launches the application process and/or control software of the network node. In other 
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words, the management interface program is equivalent to communication interface program and 
control software is equivalent to application process. 

(i) Weber does not use information on the device to invoke an application residing 
on the network device, but instead uses the information to invoke management 
application locally to communicate with the remote device (Brief, pg. 23: 1 st 
paragraph). 

In response to (i), Examiner disagrees. 

As set forth in response to argument [b], the usage of the specified 
management application program version to invoke the management application 
program, which invokes/executes the control software and/or application process, 
shows the usage of communication interface type and parameter name. 

For example: The specified program version can be in form of SNMPv2. 
The SNMPv2 indicates both the communication interface and parameter name, 
e.g. SNMPv2, to use to launch the control software of the network device. 

(ii) Further, the claims require two levels of selection, one of the displayed 
network component and another of one application process associated with the 
network component (Brief, pg. 23: 2nd paragraph). 

Similarly, Weber discloses two levels of selection, one of the displayed 
network component, i.e. selecting the node on the display monitor for retrieving 
detail information and double clicking to launch the management application to 



Application/Control Number: 09/972,362 Page 2 1 

Art Unit: 2146 

launch the control software and/or application process residing on the network 
node, e.g. col. 7 L15-65, col. 9 L10-42, col. 13 L10-67, col. 16 L50 to col. 17 
L25. 



c. Nowhere does Ismael teach or suggest a rules file having, for each of a plurality 
of network components, a communication interface and parameter that are used to launch 
the application process on the network component (Brief, pg. 24: 1st paragraph). 
In response to argument [c], Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

It seems that appellant is addressing the prima facie case of obviousness by attacking 
references individually. 

MPEP 2145 (IV) discloses that one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references 
individually where the rejections are based on the combinations of references. In re Keller, 642 
F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., Inc., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 
(Fed. Cir. 1986). 

As set forth in response to argument [b], Weber discloses storing in a storage device for 
each of a plurality of network components, a communication interface and parameter name that 
are used to launch the application process on the network component, e.g. the management 
interface program version indicates the communication interface type and parameter, e.g. col. 7 
L15-65, col. 9 L10-42, col. 13 L10-67, col. 16 L50 to col. 17 L25. 
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For example: 

The specified program version can be in form of SNMPv2. The SNMPv2 indicates both 
the communication interface and parameter name, e.g. SNMPv2, to use to launch the control 
software of the network device. 

However, Weber does not disclose the rules file. 

Ismael discloses the rules file in form of html, which is stored in the storage device. 

As such, the combination of Weber and Ismael does teaches a rules file having for each 
of plurality of network components a communication interface and parameter name that are used 
to launch the application and/or control software on the network device. 

d. Nowhere do the cited sections teach or suggest graphical objects representing 
application processes on network components (Brief, pg. 25 [2]). 
In response to argument [d], Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Dependent claim 2 recites: 

The system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a graphical output device coupled to the interface process for displaying one or more graphical 
objects representing the application processes on the network components, wherein the interface process is 
coupled to the graphical output device for effecting the display of the graphical objects on the graphical 
output device. 

Weber explicitly discloses a graphical output device coupled to the interface process, e.g. 
fig. 1 item #112, 114, 116, fig. 4 item #406 with a browser, fig. 5 item #510 with browser or Java 
Runtime, for displaying the graphical objects representing the application processes on the 
network components, e.g. fig. 6 item #602 or management domain with storage systems which 
when double clicked launches the management application and the control software of the 
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storage system, col. 13 LI to col. 14 L41. The objects and/or nodes on fig. 6 are representing 
the application/control process on the network node. 

e. The cited section do not each or suggest that an application process in a network 
component is executed in response to selecting an object representing the application 
process of the network component (Brief, pg. 26 [3.]). 

In response to argument [e], Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

As set forth in response to argument [a-b], it can be seen that when the user double clicks 
and/or selects a particular node on the display of fig. 6, which is a graphical display with 
plurality of nodes as objects, the management interface program is launched which executes the 
control software on the network node in order to manage the network node, e.g. col. 6 L55-67 
and col. 7L15-65. 

In other words, the objects on display of fig. 6 are representing the control and/or 
application processes that are resident on the network components, which can simply be 
executed by double clicking the objects on the display of fig. 6. 

f. The cited section do not teach or suggest upon selecting a network component to 
access a store to identify application processes residing on that selected network 
component (Brief, pg. 27 [4.]). 

In response to argument [fj, Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Dependent claim 6 recites: 

The system of claim 5, wherein the interface process accesses the store, upon selection of one graphical 
object representing one of the network components, to identify at least one application process residing on the 
selected network component represented by the selected object. 
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In column 16 lines 50 to column 17 lines 16, Weber illustrates the launching of the 
management application program when the user double clicks on one of the storage systems 
when viewing it in the discover -monitor screen, i.e. graphical screen. Next, DMA preferably 
receives device property information about the selected storage system device from a device 
property storage area, wherein the area includes storage system's management interface version 
(i.e. management application program associated with the device). Next, DMA retrieves from 
applet repository residing on the web server or some other location the management 
interface application program version specified in the device properties for the selected device 
or object, i.e. it identifies and launches/executes the application and/or control software of the 
network node via the management interface program, e.g. col. 7 L15-65. 

Furthermore, "the fact that appellant has recognized another advantage which would flow 
naturally from following the suggestion of the prior art cannot be the basis for patentability when 
the differences would otherwise be obvious." Ex parte Obiaya, 227 USPQ 58, 60 (Bd. Pat. App. 
& Inter. 1985). MPEP 2145 II. 

Moreover, the specified version in Weber indicates and/or identifies the compatible 
and/or proprietary control software resident on the network device. 

For example: SNMPv2 will indicate and identify the control and/or application process 
residing on the network device. It identifies the control software and/or application process as 
SNMP compatible. 
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(11) Related Proceeding(s) Appendix 

No decision rendered by a court or the Board is identified by the examiner in the Related 
Appeals and Interferences section of this examiner's answer. 

(12) Conclusion 

The components in a SAN are typically acquired from different vendors, and have 
various application software, i.e. control software, associated therewith (see applicant 
specification page 174 lines 10-17 and Weber, col. 1 L40-67). 

The claimed invention in the present application solves the problem of executing these 
vendor-specific applications from a single graphical user interface, i.e. a communication 
interface such as web browser or SNMP application, which effects the launching of the vendor- 
specific application residing in the device, similar to the process disclosed by Weber (see 
applicant specification, pg. 174 lines 19-21 and Weber, fig. 1, fig. 4 and col. 4 L9-31). 

Information regarding the device-specific management application, i.e. application 
process, as in Weber is retrieved from a storage which when selected, launches and effects the 
execution of the control software residing in the network component enabling the administrator 
to manage the device (col. 7 L15 to col. 8 L15). 

Logically, the management application and/or communication interface type such as 
SNMP provides the information on the control software residing in the device and effects the 
execution of the control software through the management application or interface, which would 
then enable administrator to manage the device. 
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Displaying the management application on the management server is logically identifying 
the application process at the managed device. Thus, when the management server executes and 
launches the management application, it actually executes and launches the application/control 
software at the remote device. 

Without the execution of the control software, the management of the vendor-specific 
devices would be impossible. 

As such, the combination of Weber and Ismael discloses and teaches the claimed 
invention. 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 
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